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Indications - 
Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma;  
initial staging 

TRA Highlights Its Oncologic Capabilities 

News 

Clincial Hx -  
50 year-old female with recent  
diagnosis of follicular lymphoma of 
left neck; clinical stage I. 

CT Results -  
? unremarkable CT of neck  
 
? bi-lateral axillary lymph nodes 
normal by CT criteria 
?
? no hilar or mediastinal  
adenopathy 
 

PET Results -  
? 3 abnormal nodes along left neck 
 
? abnormal node in left axilla and 
right hilum 
?
? 2.5 cm abnormality in left humeral 
head 
 
? abnormality in right lower rib 
cage 
 

Summary -  
“...signifigant discrepancy 
between the clinical stage 
and the stage as indicated 
by the PET scan.” More indications are under consideration by CMS. 

oncologic capabilities pertaining to the breast and 
other areas of the body. 
     The big news is Medicare’s approval of  
Positron Emission Tomography (PET) scanning 
in the staging of breast cancer. Effective October 
1, 2002, the Centers for Medicare Medicaid 
Services (CMS) will provide coverage for staging 
patients with distant metastasis or restaging 
patients with recurrence or metastasis.  In 
addition, CMS will cover PET for monitoring 
tumor response in treatment for women with 
locally advanced and metastatic breast cancer.  
However, the Coverage Issues Manual for PET 
(section 50-36) specifically prohibits monitoring 
tumor response when no change in therapy is 
being considered. Additionally, CMS has 
specifically stated that PET will not be covered in 
the initial diagnosis of breast cancer or in staging 
of axillary lymph nodes. 
 

October is national breast cancer 
awareness month.  In recognition 
of this, TRA Medical Imaging 
Centers would like to highlight our  

It is important to note that many other  
indications for PET are currently 
reimbursed by private insurance carriers. 

   PET is a subspecialty of nuclear 
medicine, both utilize isotope imaging 
techniques.  TRA offers PET and nuclear 
medicine services at our Tacoma facility, 
including total body bone scanning.  Bone 
scans are used in the detection of  
metastases and tumor localization, using a 
variety of specialized imaging agents. 
Beyond these, TRA provides diagnostic 
imaging for orthopedics, hepatobiliary, 
thyroid, cardiac ejection fraction, and other 
applications. 
    

“ The big news is Medicare’s 
approval of PET scanning in 
the staging of breast cancer. ” 
              -  Roy McCulloch 

   TRA Tacoma is also excited to be offering 
a promising new therapeutic service.  
Z e v a l i n ,  a  n e w l y  a p p r o v e d  
radioimmunotherapy for Non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma, may play an important role with 
patients who have failed conventional 
chemotherapy measures.  This treatment 
applies to patients with relapsed or 
refractory low-grade, follicular, or 
transformed B-cell  Non-Hodgkin's 
lymphoma.  Zevalin combines the cell 
targeting ability of a monoclonal antibody 
with the additional cell killing ability of a 
beta emitting radioisotope called yttrium-90.  
The treatment regimen is completed in just 
over one week on an outpatient basis.  It is 
generally well tolerated by patients, the 
most common side effect being a temporary 
reduction in blood cell counts. (cont’d pg. 2) 

??Breast Cancer 
??Single Pulmonary Nodule 
??Lung Cancer (non-small cell) 
??Esophageal Cancer 
??Colorectal Cancer 
??Lymphoma 
??Melanoma 
??Head and Neck Cancers  
      (excluding CNS and thyroid) 
??Myocardial Viability 
??Refractory Seizures 

Indications Approved For PET: 



 

  TRA NEWS 
 
 

TRA Imaging News is produced  
bi-monthly for referring providers of 
TRA- Medical Imaging Centers.  It is 

designed to aid in the  
understanding of TRA and its  

services.  If you have any questions, 
please contact the following:        

 
Customer Care Representatives: 
Karlene Bostick        (253) 905-0844 
Amy Mouw        (253) 905-8919 
Kim Papich        (253) 219-3729 
LaRon Simmons        (253) 905-0128 
 
Director of Outpatient Imaging: 
John Griffith        (253) 284-0620 
 
Clinic Directors: 
TRA Tacoma 
Erik Elam, M.D.         (253) 761-4200 
TRA Lakewood 
Daniel Heller, M.D.    (253) 588-7050 
Point Fosdick Imaging 
George Weis, M.D.    (253)  858-3200 
Tacoma Magnetic Imaging & 
Union Ave. Open MRI 
Drew Deutsch, M.D.  (253) 759-6188 

 

TACOMA  2202 S CEDAR ST, STE 200, TACOMA WA 98405 
(866) 761-4200 toll free scheduling 
(253) 761-4200 scheduling & clinic 
(253) 761-4201 clinic fax 
(253) 284-0622 medical records fax 
(253) 284-0614 or 284-0615 physicians only 

LAKEWOOD  5919 100 TH ST SW, LAKEWOOD WA 98499 
(866) 761-4200 toll free scheduling 
(253) 761-4200 scheduling 
(253) 588-7050 clinic 
(253) 588-3870 clinic fax 
(253) 581-2533 physicians only 

POINT FOSDICK  IMAGING   4700 POINT FOSDICK DRIVE NE, GIG HARBOR WA 98335 
(253) 858-3200 scheduling & clinic 
(253) 858-3262 clinic fax 

TACOMA MAGNETIC IMAGING  2502 S UNION AVENUE, TACOMA WA 98405 
(253) 759-5900 scheduling 
(253) 759-6188 clinic 
(253) 759-6252 clinic fax 
(253) 756-1974 physicians only 

UNION AVENUE OPEN MRI  2502 S UNION AVENUE, TACOMA WA 98405 
(253) 761-9482 scheduling & clinic 
(253) 759-6252 clinic fax 
(253) 756-1974 physicians only 

www.tramedicalimaging.com        

Microcalcifications are marked by a triangle  
and masses are marked by a asterisk.  
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TRA Medical Imaging Centers  
are  utilizing the advanced  
technology of the R2 Computer 
Aided Detection System (CAD). 

The CAD system digitizes a mammogram and 
analyzes it using specialized software, which 
highlights areas on the mammogram 
containing features associated with cancer.  
After a radiologist views the original 
mammogram conventionally, he or she then 
reviews the R2-CAD markers displayed on  
video monitors.  In scientific studies, this 
system has been able to assist the radiologist in 
identifying additional small cancers in 
screening mammograms.  Most insurance 
companies now provide coverage for CAD 
service, including Medicare. 

(cont’d from pg. 1) Aside from PET and nuclear 
medicine studies, there are a number of other 
modalities TRA Tacoma offers for cancer 
detection and staging.  These include screening 
and diagnostic mammograms, stereotactic breast 
biopsies, breast MRI, and lung and colon cancer 
screening (i.e. virtual colonoscopy). 

Coming Up…. 
 

LAKEWOOD OPEN HOUSE  
THURSDAY, OCT. 17  

4:30 - 7:00 P.M. 
FOOD  ??DRINK  ??MUSIC 
?

??TRA Lakewood finishes  
      remodel, adding MRI to their   

list of capabilities.?
?

??TRA will  highlight its  
      upcoming virtual  
      colonography.?


